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strain; and he came out in the sunshine to ** Night Thoughts,” it is original in structure, 
enjoy the melody of birds and brooks, and language, and sentiment. Is this the voice 
|the society of the young and the lovely. of the epigrammatic Young? 

In the year 1782, Cowper made his appear- 
jance in the world as @ poet. He published — Should Englaod prosper, when such things, as 
}1. Table Talk; 2. Progress ef Error; 3. smooth 
Truth; 4. Expostulation; 5. Hope ; 6. Cha-/ And tender as a gir!, al! essencedo’er 
rity; 7. Conversation; and 8. Retirement. | ith odours, and as profligate as sweet, 
ome’: ; ..| Who sell their laurel for a inyrtle wreath, 
| Their names indicate their characters ; and it| 


| . : ; And love when they should fight,—when such as 
|may be further said, that his aim in all is, to} these 


communicate to the world his own percep-| Presume to lay their hand upon the ark 
tions of the beauty, and truth, and consola-| Of her magnificent and awful cause! 
tion of religion. The language is terse, )} ‘ 
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COW PER.---ROGERS, 


vigorous, and happy—there are snatches of 


Rocers.—If we observe in the strains of 


Two or three late numbers of “ Waldie’s| 


Select Circulating Library” falling in our 
way, which, with other matter, contain a por- 
tion of the “ Biographical and Critical His- 
tory of the Literature of the last fifty years,” 
by Allan Cunningham, we were struck with 
several spirited passages in his estimate of 
authors that came under review. The two 
following—the first relating to the evangeli- 
cal Cowper, and the other to Rogers and his 
very popular and delicious poem, The Plea- 
sures of Memory, are presented to our read- 
ers as racy samples of literary criticism. 


Cowrrr.—At the head of that illustrious 


stern satire, and pictures of moral loveliness, | Crabbe, a leaning to the sneering and the 
scattered as thick and as beautiful as flowers|Cynical, we meet with no such unwelcome 
on an unmown meadow. The world wondered | things in the works of Samuel Rogers: like 
who this new monitor might be, and critics|Crabbe, he is distinguished for a terseness of 
| were not wanting, who, judging poetry by the |€XPression ; lor thinking correctly and writ- 
|music of its bells, hesitated to admit that his | '" clearly; for loving scenes of humble life, 
verse belonged to inspiration. ds the |and preferring landscapes which, like those of 
lelose of the year 1784—about the time that | Gainsborough, belong more to reality than 
|Johnson died—appiigge@yCowper’s noblest | imagination. Here the resemblance ends ; 
|poem, “ The Task.” In accounting for the | the tasteful muse of Rogers selects topics of 
odd name, he says in his preface, A lady,|4 pure and poetic order; he refuses to unlatch 
|fond of blank verse, demanded a poem of that |the door of the lazar-house; he delights im 
|kind from the author, and gave him the sora |\contemplating whatever is fair and beautiful; 
jfor a subject. He obeyed} ant!, having mucti sand has no wish to descrtho Eden or the sake 
leisure, connected another subject with it ;/ of showing the evil spirit crawling among 





band of poets, who restored natural emotion |and pursuing the train of thought to which 
and the language of life to British song, stands his situation and turn of mind led him, 
William Cowper. He was of noble extrac-| brought forth at length, instead of the trifle 
tion. and counted kin with Lord Chancellors which he at first intended, a serious affair— 
and Earls; he was studious in youth, fond of a volume.” “The Task’’ was received with 
verse, and was bred to the law—a more con-|an all but universal welcome : it contained so 


the trees, and lying like a toad at the ear of 
beauty and innocence to inspire mischief. 
There are three poems, all of original me- 
rit, with something of similarity in titlh— 
the “ Pleasures of kmagination”—the “ Plea- 
sures of Hope”—and the * Pleasures of Me- 


genial employment for a follower of the muse | many moving pictures of men and manners—|mory.” With the titles the similitude ends. 
than many seem willing to admit. Cowper, | such fine landscapes of all seasons, filled with|The poem of Akenside is for the present, 
however, inherited from his mother a natural|the breathing inhabitants of the land, and|that of Campbell for the future, and that of 
timidity, which rendered him too sensitive to gave the beauties and the deformities of all,| Rogers forthe past. There is most fine poe- 
be successful in a line which requires a har-| with a fidelity at once brilliant and delicate.|try in the first, most enthusiasm in the 3e- 
dihood of mind, and a certain assurance, to/ It is impossible to describe this fine poem |cond, and most human nature in the third. 
which in vain he tried to harden his faculties: better than by saying that it treats, ina mas-|“ The Pleasures of Memory’’ was published 
this constitutional infirmity, by preventing terly way, of all that affects us here, or in-in the year 1792, and became at once popu- 
him from being installed as a clerk in the| fluences us hereafter, that it pleads the cause|lar. To the spirit of original observation, to 
house of lords, ruined his fortune and secur-| of the poor and the desolate in the presence of | the fine pictures of men and manners, and to 
ed his fame. The pain of his failure threw) the rich; admonishes the rich of their duty/the remarks on the social and domestic con- 
him on religion; the study of the Scriptures|to their country, their cottars, and their God; | dition of the country, which mark the disei- 
threw him upon poetry; and as his works be-| takes the senate to task; shakes the scourge | ples of the newer school of verse, are added 
gan to be talked of in the world, and bring| of undying verse over the pulpit; holds aj the terseness, smoothness, and harmony of 
fame to their author, the gloom which had! mirror before the profligacy of cities till they|the old. ‘The poem abounds with happy and 
settled down like a cloud on his soul passed| shudder at their own shadow, and exhibits| brilliant hits ; with passages which remain on 
off, and the man and the poet shone out like| to the hills and dales of the country, an imege | the memory, and may be said to please rather 
the sun at noonday. ‘There is nothing finer|of the follies of their sons and daughters.|than enchant one ; to take silent possession 
in all the range of biography than the history| The satire was lively, discerning, and keen ;}of the heart, rather than fill it with immediate 
of Cowper, when the voice of fame, and the| the pathos without puling, and the tenderness rapture. Hazlitt, with something of that 
enquiry of noble relatives after the lost and| had strength. The poet wandered, it is true, perverseness which even talent is not without, 
secluded man, brought him forth from his}from topic to topic ; yet he bound the remot-|said the chief fault of Rogers was want of 
solitude. His letters, which before were|est things together in the bands of sympathy /genius and taste. Perhapg in the whole list 
filled with fears for the present and doubts for|and wit. The verse is free, unrestrained, and|of living men of genius, no one can be nam- 
the future, became cheerful and gay; his|vigorous; and though some acute crities}ed whose taste in poetry is a0 just and deli- 
muse indulged in a bolder and more original|averred that it sounded like that of thejcate. This is apparent in every page of hia 
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compositions ; nay, he is even fastidious in 
his taste, and rejects much in the pictures of 
manners and feelings which he paints, which 
other authors, whose taste 1s unquestioned, 
His dic- 


tion is pure, and his language has all the ne- 


would have used without scruple. 


cessary strength without being swelling or 
redundant: his words are always in keeping 
with the sentiment. He has, in truth, great 
streugth; he much in small compass, 
and may sometimes be charged with a too 
great anxiety to be brief and terse. It was 
the error of the school in which his taste was 
formed, to be ever anxious about har 

mony and polish of the verse; aud he may 

be accused of erring with his teachers. Con. 
cerning the composition of * The Pleasures 
of Memory” it is related that he corrected, 
transposed, and changed, till he exhausted 
his own patience, and then turning to his 
friends, he demanded their opinions, listen- 
ing to every remark, and weighing every ob- 
servation. This plan of correction is liable| 
to serious objections. The poet is almost sure 
of losing in dash and vigour more than what 
he gains by correctness; and, as a whole, the 
work is apt to be injured, while individual 
parts are bettered. Poetry is best hit off at 
one heat of the fancy: the more it is ham- 
mered and wrought on, the colder it becomes. 
The sale of * The Pleasures of Memory” 
continued to be large, though “The Plea. 
sures of Hope” came into the market. 


says 


the 


For “ The Friend.” 
SELF-DISCIPLINE. 

A small pocket volume, entitled “ Self- 
Discipline. By Henry Forster Burden, D.D.,”’ 
has recently been republished in New York, 
containing some excellent observations on the 
government of “ The Desires—The Thoughts 
—The Temper—The Tongue, and Conduct,” 
—some parts cf which I have thought may be 
perused with advantage by the readers of 
“ The Friend.” 
with me in judgment, I propose making some 
extracts therefrom, though I consider the 
whole book is worthy the attention of every 


| appearance,” 


If the editor should coincide! 


and yet to spend day after day without che-| must the eye of God discern in every unre- 
rishing any thoughts of God? 


What ideas are| newed heart? What must there be presented 
we to form of the man who spends his days) to the eye of the Omniscient, in the compass 


without any grateful recollections of the divine| of one sinule day, in the interior of an unre- 


goodness, without any admiring delight in the] generate mind? Say—or rather think—what 
divine perfections, without any solicitude to| has been sometimes the history of your 
joy the divine favour, and without any desire| thoughts within the space of a single hour? 
to promote the divine glory? ‘That the love of| Of what character were the subjects on which 
the blessed God dwells not in his heart, is) they were employed? Of what nature was the 
absolutely certain. ‘The God in whose hands} ideas suggested—cherished—pursued?) What 
his breath is, and in whom are all his springs| was their tendency; and had they been em- 
bodied in action, or even expressed in words, 
what would have been the sentiments awaken- 
ed in the minds of those to whose approbation 
you attach a value? Consider, then, that your 
swer the question,—Is it 1, whose mental cha-| heart was, at the very moment, “ naked ‘and 
racter, whose prevailing habits of thought! open in the sight of Him with whom you have 
have been thus convicted of a radical and most} to do.” 
alarming defect ? Let it be observed, thirdly, hat it is the 
Let it be considered, secondly, that the hu-| characteristic of the renewed mind to « herish 
man mind, winle unrenewed, is habitually dis-| good thoughts. ‘* Let the wicked forsake his 
posed to the indulgence of thoughts positively; way, and the unrighteous man his tioughts.”’ 
vain and evil. 


of existence, and capacity, and enjoyment, he 
has not g 


lorified, even in thought, or purpose, 
or desire! Let every one, then, listen to the| 
voice of conscience, while summoned to an-| 


Such is the requirement of Him, who * wait- 

In every human mind which continues un-! eth to be gracious, and delighteth in mercy,” 
renewed, not receiving, because not desiring,| but who cannot behold impurity of thoughts 
the control of the sanctifying spirit, vain and| without holy and indignant displeasure. What 
evil thoughts exert an entire ascendancy. Thus/is the repentance required of the man who 
it was in the world before the flood; and the| would become a recipient of forgiving mercy, 
record of human depravity at that early period| but a change of mind, of which the very first 
might be adopted by the historian of the age|element is a change of thought? The very 
in which we live;—* And God saw that the} first step of the sinner’s return to God, is de- 
wickedness Of man was great in the earth,| scribed with equal simplicity and correctness 
and that every imagination of the thoughts of}in such words as these:-—*T thought on my 
his heart was only evil gontinually.”’ It is to} ways, and turned my feet unto thy testimonies.” 
the heartghat the scrutinising and all-pervad-| The next gradation of progress may be exhi- 
ing eye of the omniscient God is chiefly di-| 
rected. ‘The Lord searcheth all hearts, and 
junderstandeth all 
| thoughts.’ 


bited in these stronger terms;—* | hate vain 
| thoughts, nor can | endure that any longer 
the imaginations of the|they should lodge within me.” 
** Man jooketh on the outward) still greater advancement appears indicated by 
and the reason is sufficiently! such expressions as these: “ I thought of thy 


A 


stage of 


clear; he cannot look beyond. He can form) loving-kindness in the midst of thy temple.”’ 
his judgment only by external indications. The} And if this be regarded as the representation 
man of most profound sagacity can do no} of a state of mind at one particular period, 
more. He may mark, with quickness of dis-| and not a direct assertion in reference to the 
cernment, the unstudied action, or the casual} prevailing habit of thought, we have at least 
word, or the expressive eye, or the voiceless} an interesting and characteristic specimen of 
lip which betrays an emotion in part suppress-| a mind truly renewed, in those words of the 


individual. R——n. vation, many an inference which may 


mislead; and he may obtain, not unfrequently, 
Be assured that the right regulation of the! an insight into character, which he knows how 
thoughts enters deeply and essentially into the to value and how to improve. But the ob- 
nature of personal holiness and happiness.|server, although of most penetrating glance 
Favour me, then, with your unremitted atten-;and most commanding intellect, and most 
tion, while I endeavour to exhibit the import-| deeply versed in the knowledge of human na- 
ance of the right government of the Thoughts;;ture, may be, and often is, deceived. It is 
and the most effectual means of securing this|/probable, that even the subtle spirit that 
important object. First, then, let it be con | deceiveth the whole world,” by the ever- 
sidered, that the absence of good thoughts is| varied artifices of seduction, is sometimes 
itself a sufficient ground of condemnation at) himself deceived; and, extensive as must be 
the bar of God. jhis knowledge of the human heart, he ean 

Of the unrighteous and unholy it is said—! have, I conceive, no power at all of ascertain- 
“ God is not in all their thoughts;” and is not| ing its thoughts and feelings, except in so far 
this ample evidence of the prevailing charac-| as they are expressed or betrayed by certain 
ter of their minds and hearts? Must it not bel intelligible indications. Omniseience is no at- 
a “carnal mind,’ and must it not be a hard-| tribute of Satan, nor of any being but Jeho- 
ened heart, in which the thoughts of God|vab. In language which no creature can ap- 
can find no place? Must not the love of God| propriate, does the Father of spirits sayy *4 
be altogether absent from the heart which! the Lord searetr the heart:” and He, ut- 
gives no entertainment, no dwelling-place,| tered these words, said also—* The heart is 
even to the thoughts of his character and his| deceitful above all things, and desperately 
claims? Is it possible for a man to love God,| wicked; who can know it?” What, then, 


not} 


ed: he may deduce, by his acuteness of obser-| Psalmist, “In the multitude of my thoughts 


within me, thy comforts delight my soul.” 
O! this is indeed the language of a spiritual 
mind; of a heart right with God. Who can 
estimate the value, who cin describe the de- 
light of this spirituality of mind! « ‘They that 
are after the flesh, do mind the things of the 
flesh; but they that are after the spirit, the 
things of the spirit. Now, te be carnally 
minded, is death; but to be spiritually minded, 
is life and peace.” 

Let it be considered, fourthly, That it is in 
the thoughts of the mind that both dispositions 
and actions originate. “Asa man thinketh 
in his heart, so is he” in the course and cha- 
racter of his life. The thoughts of the mind 
have been justly compared to the blossoms 
which appear on a tree in the vernal season of 
the year: many of these blossoms prematurely 
fall off; but from those which remain springs 
all the fruit which the tree yields: so are there 
many thoughts which transiently occupy the 
mind, without leaving any permanent trace; 
but from the thoughts which are cherished and 
retained, spring all the dispositions of the 
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heart, all the words of the lips, and all the} 
It was worthy, then, of 
and worthy of the spirit of 


actions of the life. 
the wisest of men; 
wisdoin under whose dictation he wrote, most 
urgently to enforce the safe-keeping of the 
heart: —* Keep thy heart with all diligence; 


(or above all keeping:) for out of it are the} 


issues of life.” There is no member of our 
body, there is no faculty of intellect, 
no avenue of 


there is 
over which it Is not im- 
portant to exercise a watchful care; but more 
important still is the guardianship of the heart, 
whence are all the issues of life. 
studied the history of the inner man? 


feeling, 


Have you 


Have| 


you, with the eyes of self-inspection, carefully | 


traced the process which commences with a 
rising thought, and terminates in an important 
action? Have vou watched the influence of 


the suggestion—the —the antici 


incentive pra- 
tion of consequences—the suspense, and the 
final resolve? If you are familiar with pro 


cesses such as these, and with the correspon- 
dent results, it is unnecessary for me to make 
any furtier demand on your mind, with a view 

demonstrate the 


government of the thoughts. 


Por “ The Friend.” 
Some account of a Religious Society in Norway 
called Saints. 

The principal part of the following ac- 
count, was taken from the mouth of the in- 
dividual who was first drawn into silent wor- 
ship, on board a Danish 
Chatham. 

He had been a prisoner about seven years, 
and had obtained his intelligence respecting 


the people called Saints from one or more of 


his countrymen, who had been, or who were 
connected with them. The circumstances 


importance of the right! 


prison-ship off 






that he is calling a aaa 
“making their wilderness like Eden, and 
their desert as the garden of the Lord.” 


from afar, and 


It is hoped the following may encourage 
many of us who have not had so difficult a 
path to tread, to examine whether the com- 
parative ease, and many outward blessings 
some of us have enjoyed, have been produc- 
tive of faithfulness to the heavenly call; or 
have produced so much gratitude for favours 
received, as that so full a dedication and sur- 
render have been made as many well know 
have been required of them. 

If in the retrospect, we 
ciently humble to feel and 
deficiencies, 


should be suffi- 
acknowledge our 
and so wise as to recur to our 
convictions of the blessed truth, and, through 
divine help, suffer no impediment to obstruct 
our fulfilling our allotted duty, there is good 


ground to hope, “ that in righteousness we 


shall be established ;” and when we have 
done with time, shall obtain a rich reward, 
* and great will be our peace.” os 


About 50 years since there arose a man in 
the east of Norway, who believed much as 


Friends do respecting ‘*the universal and 
saving light; his name was Hans Neilson 


Houghe. His first impressions and convince- 
ment of it were remarkable. Being on board 
a boat laden with straw or hay, it was by 
some accident oversei, and be was in immi 
nent danger of losing his life. In this ex- 
tremity he cried to the Almighty for help; 
and promised if he would preserve him from 
his present danger, he would serve him as 
long as he lived. He was heard, and in a 
marvellous manner experienced preservation. 
He soon afterward apprehended it to be his 


duty to leave his employ, and give himself! 


up to the divine will; and therefore travelled 





show the truly Christian disposition of this 
poor man, when he was put in irons, and 
otherwise used very roughly, he willingly 
stretched out his hands to have the irons put 
on, *“[ rejoice | am worthy thus to 
suffer for the Lord's sake: and though you 
have taken away my outward property, you 
cannot deprive me of my inward peace ;” 
which had such an effect on multitude 
who stood by, that many of them afierwards 
became converts to his religious principles. 
The last accounts from Norway respecting 
him in 1813 say, that he was still a prisoner. 
He was not long kept in irons, and when they 
were taken off, he said, * He did not feel 
near the comfort then, as he did when they 
were put on.’ He has frequently been told 
by the magistrates, that he might quit the 
prison ; but he refuses to accept his discharge, 


saying, 


the 


till they give a sufficient reason why they im- 
prisoned him, taking and that 
of his friends. He avails himself 
much of liberty granted him, of walking 
out occasionally, and visiting his friends, and 
meeting with them for 


his property, 
howeve r, 
the 
religious purposes. 
Being acquainted with the chemical process 
of obtaining salt, he was permitted at the 
time of the war, (when there was a scarcity,) 
to go to the western part of Norway and other 
places, to erect salt works, which having 
done, he voluntarily returned to his prison. 

These persons, though a few of them re- 
tain some of the ceremonies of the Lutheran 
church, such as baptism and the Lord’s sup- 
per, yet have a testimony to bear against 
oaths, war, and hireling ministry ; but some 
of them through weakness, wheu commanded 
by the magistrates, have taken up arms. 

To be continued.) 
meee ee 


For ‘“* The Friend.’’ 


related in these pages evince that “ the ways 
of Divine Providence are not as our ways, 
nor his thoughts as our thoughts.’ In the 
first part of the narrative, it will evidently 
appear, that the original founder or leader of 
the persons called Saints, was prepared to 
become a servant of the Lord. He entered 
into covenant with him; and by keeping his 


on foot in different parts of the country, and | 
into Denmark ; endeavouring to impress on 
the minds of the people the necessity of re- 
pentance ; to turn to the Lord ; and to attend |“ The Friend,’ my attention was arrested by 
to the light of truth in the heart, in order to} some remarks, on ‘the propriety of our mem- 
be enabled to keep his commandments. He| bers attending the benevolent associations of 
could not feei free to unite himself to any of, other religious societies that are opened with 
the sects he was acquainted with, on account| prayer. Knowing not only that this is fre- 
eye stedfastly fixed on his heavenly guide,|of the mixture in them; he therefore endea-| quently the case, but that many of our young 
(though in bonds for his sake.) he has be-|voured to establish achurch similar to the people are in the habit of attending their 
come an eminent instrument in his hand. | first Christians. | meetings for publie worship, I was led intoa 
We may here see what may be done by| After a time, by preaching and writing} train of reflection, whence the query natu- 
faithfulness ; many persons, w ho, before they | what his religious principles were, and which) rally arose, is there not a cause? Why is it 
had heard of this pious man, had perhaps| be ing in opposition to the sentiments of the} that the lambs of our fold are leaving their 
never been embued with the truths of the|hired priests, he was much persecuted by|own enclosures to explore the pastures of the 
gospel, but, through his means, have been|them. But notwithstanding this, the truth|stranger? A cause there must be, and it is 
induced to bend to its sacred influence ; and, | prevailed amorg many innocent persons, and} to be feared, if a remedy is not speedily ap- 
it is to be hoped, the seed has in many in-|many, both men and women, were raised up| | plied, our glory will ere long have departed, 
stances been sown in good ground, to the | to declare the same truth. ‘These were also/or little else will remain of our once favoured 
glory and praise of the great Husbandman. {persecuted and called by way of derision,| Society, but its dry and lifeless branches. It 
The latter part equally displays the wis-|Saints or Pietists. Being so ill treated by | is a subject which jt behoves every ope who 
dom, the power, the goodness of Israel’s| their neighbours, they found it necessary to|is really concerned for the welfare of our 
Shepherd to the poor prisoners. It brings it live closer together; they appropriated their| Zion, seriously to investigate, and if we would 
to a demonstration, that he is able to pour! property to the Lord’s service ; for the pur- | arrest this wide- -spreading malady, let us not 
“out his spirit from on high; to make the|chase of books; for the relief of the neces-| fear to lay open the wound, however painful 
wilderness a fruitful field, and the fruitful|sitous, or for the spread of their gospel prin- | the operation may be. Our young Friends, 
field to be counted for a forest." How canjciples. Hans was at length seized and put in| | L think, are deeply to be felt for—there are 
we sufficiently recount his mercies, or his| prison, and not only deprived of the company | many of them in whose eyes the beauty of 
goodness to the childrenof men? The pious of his friends, but denied the use of his Bible, | this ‘world has become tarnished, but who it 
mind cannot but rejoice that Omnipotence is and pen and ink, nor was he even permitted appears, have not as yet sufficient resolution 
thus lifting up his standard in the nations: 1% speak to the rest of the prisoners. To} to exchange its pleasures for the burthen of 


OCCASIONAL THOUGHTS.---NO. II. 


In looking over one of the late numbers of 





the cross; we should endeavour to enter into 
sympathy with these; and, to do this effectu- 
ally, we must fora while forget ourselves, and 
realise the feelings of the young: we must 
take a retrospect of the time when we also 
were but * babes in Christ.””. Who of those 
who are now professing to walk by the * light 
of the Lord,” when they thus revert to their 
own carly experience, but must fee! for the 
youth of the present day? What was then so 
welcome to our ears as the glad tidings of the 
What more precious than the voice 
of praver from the lips of a meek follower of 
So it remains to be even now with 
the tender of the flock ; but, alas ! 
tles of our early days who lifted up their voice 
like a trumpet, have passed to their reward, 
and who, we are ready to ask, has come up 
to supply their plac there are, 
doubt, who still feel the “ worth of souls,” 
and have an eye single to their Master's glory; 
but it would become each one of us to ask 
the question, am J of that happy number! 
am J endeavouring in the strength of the Lord, 
both in public and in private, to heal the 
breach and restore the waste places of Zion? 
We are still, old and young, surrounded by 
dangers of various kinds; the world is still 
presenting its deceitful charms, and Satan, a 
an angel of light, endeavouring to allure us 
from the paths of peace ; and it is only by 
seeking aid from above, that we sha!l be 
enabled to resist all these. Is not the mourn 
ful fact of so many of our precious youth 
turning their faces froin the Society to be at- 
tributed, in part at least, to the individual 
unfaithfulness of those who have been set as 
watchmen upon our walls? Where do we 
see in them the fruits of that faith which in- 
duced the church to make prayers to God 
without ceasing, when one of its members 
was in prison? Actsxii.5. Where that zeal 
which actuated Peter and John, when they 
taught and preached Jesus Christ, both in the 
temple, and in every house? Acts 
Which made Paul talk for the good of his 
brethren even till break of day, Acts xx. 11, 
and which enabled him to say, when he was 
about to leave them, that he had kept back 
nothing that was profitable for them! Acts 
xx. 20. Where that spirit of supplication 
which was so prevalent with the apostles, and 
which induced our glorious High Priest and 
example to continue all night in prayer to| 
God, before entering upon t important | 
work of naming his twelve disciples? Luke! 
vi. 12. These, beloved friend 


we 


gospel ? 


Jesus ’ 


the apos- 


Some no 


1* 
12 


v. 


! 
ue 


ples, and He who is the same yesterday, to-| 
day, and for ever, has promised his aid to all 
those who wait upon him, and who really) 
desire to become his devoted servants 


THE FRIEND. 
to supply these “ little ones,” 
ing up to you for approbation and encourage- 
ment. Let us, dear brethren and sisters, 


look to these things, let us arouse ourselves| 


and examine our own hearts —* let us not 
please ourselves, but each one please his 
neighbour for good to edification,” frequent- 
ly applying to ourselves the emphatic lan- 
guage of the prophet Amos, * Wo to them 
Were this more 
should feel greater 
concern for those who have not yet partaken 
of the * waters of life,’’ reproving, rebuking 


¢ pee 
who are at ease in Zion. 


frequently the case, we 


and exhorting them with all long suffering 
and doctrine, and under a sense of our own 
unworthiness and the Lord’s unbounded good 
their own Many would be 
constrained like David, “ to give thanks unto 
him—in the 
him among much people,’ Psalms xxxv. 18; 
—then, instead of our young people, wan- 
dering as sheep having no shepherd—and 
seeking in other places, that which they find 
not in their own borders; devoted sons and 


ness to souls. 


vreat congregation, 


daughters would be seen coming up to the 
* help of the Lord,’ when those who have 
borne the burden and heat of the day—have 
joined the number of that blessed company 
who, (it is deelared,) having “ converted 


many to righteousness, shall shine as the stars 


for erer and ever.” 
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FOURTH MONTH, 19, 1834. 


We have before given soine account of the 
exertions made by an association of benevo- 
lent females in this city, 
fits of education to the natives on the coast 
of Africa. Every such attempt to illuminate 
the darkness of those regions, must cheer 
the heart of the philanthropist, and it would 
be difficult to estimate the amount of good 
which, under the divine blessing, may result 
from the few seed thus scattered. The sub-| 
joined extracts from a letter addressed to a| 
Friend of this city, by J. B. Pinney, Colonial} 
Agent of Liberia, dated March 7th, 1834, 
we cannot doubt will be interesting to our 
readers. 


* Mavam:—Suffer the momentary interview whieh) 
I had the honour to enjoy ata meeting of your La- 
>, are great) dics’ Association, during my late visit to A:nerica,| Samver Merxer, of Weybridge, Vt., in the seventy. 
models; but they are written for our exain-| to be an apology for this letter, though it be little| ninth year of his age. He jeined the Society of 


more than one of complaint. Acquainted as I am, 
wit your acts of generosity towards—and the 
deep interest you take in all that would elevate the) 
despised sons and daughters of Africa—have ani- 


and praise | 


to extend the bene-! 


' 
who are look-|and become the best scho'ars. Mr. Eden, at N. 


| Georgia, is making some progress, much impeded, 
| however, for want of a suitable room for conducting 
his school. 

| “IT regret to add, that we are about to lose the ser. 
| vices of Mrs. Thomson, whose school is very large 
and flourishing ; indeed too large.* 

“Mr. T has gone to Palmas, and will doubt- 
less soon send for Mrs. T Do search Philadel- 
phia, and send us two or three well qualified teachers; 
we cannot proceed in the instruction cf the elder and 
more advanced scholars without them, &c. &c.” 

* The first girls’ school, located at Monrovia. The 

present condition of the school is thus described by 
the teacher herself. “ The number continues quite 
large, and entirely too large tor one teacher. Jus- 
I attempted to teach 
sewing, but was obliged to give thatup. Although 
the school is so crowded, the people do not think but 
that all their cluldren can come.” 


lice is not done to either class. 


We are desired to mention, that a few co- 
pies of the Journal of the Life, Travels, and 
Gospel Labours of William Williams, a mi- 
nister of the Society of Friends, late of In- 
diana, are placed in charge of George W. 
Taylor, at the depository of Friends’ Bible 
Association, No. 50, North Fourth street, 
for sale, where those wishing to purchase, 
are invited to call. 


The fifth annual meeting of the Bible As- 
scciation of Friends in America, will be held 
in Mulberry street meeting house, east end, 
on second day evening, the 21st instant, at 
half past seven o’clock; the company of 
Friends interested in the subject of the meet- 
ing is invited. 

Daniet B. Smrrn, Secretary. 

Philadelphia, 4th mo. 11, 1834. 


TEACHER WANTED. 

A member of the Society of Friends is 
wanted to take charge of one of the boys’ 
schools, under the cate of the School Cor- 
poration in this city. Application to be made 
to Thomas Wistar, Market street, above 10th 
street; Joseph Snowden, North Front street; 
or Thomas Evans, N. E. corner of Third and 
Spruce streets. 

An active intelligent boy, 14 or 15 years 
of age, is wanted as an apprentice to the 
retail dry good business. Enquire at the of- 
fice of “ The Friend.” 


— __ ae 


Derartep this life, on the 6th of 12th mo. 1833, 


Friends by convincement, having previously beeu a 
revolutionary soldier, and for many years he bore a 
faithful and consistent testimony against the cruel 
and unjust oppression of the African race, refraining 


Oh !| mated my thoughts; perhaps it arises from sympa-| from the use of articles knowa to be preduced by the 


ye ministers of the gospel—ye elders of] thy, in the same absorbing subject—benevolence to-| labour of slaves. 


Isracl, ye overseers of the flock of Christ, on| 
you devolves an immense responsibility ;—to| 
you the rising generation are looking up for} 
counsel and example ; in your spirit and con-| 
versation they would see exemplified the cha- 


wards the oppressed and degraded. May God repay 


| you an hundred fold for your deeds of love towards} gious illness, which she bore with 


these poor children. In their name, I would thank | 
you a thousand times, and a!l the ladies who are| 
associated with you in this good work. 


“It will rejoice your heart to hear, that all the| 


in New York, on the 4th instant, after a te- 
Cliristian resigna- 
tion to the divine wi:l, our beloved friend, Mary R. 
Kine, wife of John King, in the fifty-cighth year of 
herage. She wasa sound and acceptable minister of 
our Society. While sensible of the trying bereave- 


racter of a follower of Jesus; seeing this, schools supported by you are well conducted and| ment, this consolation remains to the living, that to 


how important is it that ye be found without | 


spot and blameless, that ye daily recur to that 
living fountain, whence ye may derive streams 


prosperous. Mrs. Cwsar’s school, at Caldwell, I have 
been greatly delighted with. The children make 
rapid progress, ad the inhabitants are becoming 
jealous lest the girls should all oct-strip tho buys, 


her will apply the language, “ Blessed are the dead 
who die in the Lord from henceforth: yea, saith the 
Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and 
their works do follow them.” 
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THOMAS STORY. 


Continued from p. 215 } 


* The Friend.” 


*« During my continuance in London, though} 
I was willing to take pains for my necessary! 
support, and the charges of my travels, yet I 
suffered much in my mind, by reason of con-| 
finement; since the calling of God cannot be 
rightly and fully answered by any one, too 
much entangled in other concerns, though 
lawful and gainful, and, to the view of reason, 
needful. And here I staid, attending the city 
meetings, and sometimes visiting those of the 
neivhbourhoed in the country, until the year 
1698; when, having a letter from William 
Penn, then at Bristol, desiring me to meet 
him and John Everot at Holyhead, in Wales, 
in order to go for Ireland, | accordingly set 
forward from London, on the 28th of the se- 
cond month; meeting, in the way, witha great 
shower of snow, bigh wind, and loud thunder, 
very unusual concomitants at that time of year, 
(the 3d of third mo.): but the 
of that was soon forgot; for, reaching Con- 
way, I there met with my friends aforesaid, 
to our mutual satisfaction; and from thence 
we went to Holyhead, in the Isle Anglesea, 
where we arrived the next day, about ten in 
the forenoon; and, the next day, about two 
in the afternoon, we set sail, and arrived in 
Dublin bay, in about twenty-four hours; for 
which we were thankful. 


inconvenience 


| 


* On the 6th of the third month, we went 
to Dublin; and on the 8th, being the first of 
the week, was the half-year meeting there; 
where we were greatly comforted, not only in 
the enjoyment of the blessed presence of the 
Lord, but also in observing the unity, mild- 
ness, and order, which appeared among 
Friends, in the management of the affairs of 
the church on that occasion. Great was the 
resort of people of all ranks, qualities, and 
professions, to our meetings, chiefly on ac- 
count of our friend William Penn; who was 
ever furnished by the truth with matter fully 
to answer their expectations: many of the 
clergy were there; and the people, with one 
voice, spake well of what they heard. And, 
of the clergy, the Dean of Derry was one; 
who, being there several times, was asked by 
his bishop, * Whether he had heard any thing | 
but blasphemy and nonsense; and whether he} 
took off his hat in time of prayer, to join with 
us?” He answered, ‘ That he heard no blas- 
phemy or nonsense, but the everlasting truth; 
and did not only take off his hat at prayer, 
but his heart said Amen to what he heard.’ 

“On the Sth of fifth month, being the third 
day of the week, we lad a great meeting at 
Limerick, of a mixed multitude, over whom 
was thick darkness that might be felt. That 
afternoon we viewed some of the effects of 
the late siege there, and observed the walls of 
some houses, as wellas of the city, had been 
much shattered, and that great breaches had 
been made by King William’s army. We 
viewed also the ruins of the besieged’s out- 
works and bastions, and divers unrepaired de- 
solations and ruins, as so many characters of 
the indignation of him, who justly gives men 


| 


wars, when they like not to retain God in 
their thoughts, nor really to embrace his Son, 


the prince of love, peace, and concord ; 
though in words they confess him. And yet 
we had occasion to observe the kind and pro- 
tecting hand of Divine Providence, over those 
who love and fear the Lord: for we had a cer- 
tain account, from our friend Thomas Pearce, 
an apothecary in that city, that in the time of 
the siege, a bomb fell into his yard, close by 
the window, when divers friends were with 
him in the house; which, if it had broke, might 
have destroyed them: but falling into a cistern 
full of water, the fuse was quenched, and it 
did not break at all. 

** On the 7th at Birr, we had a good meet- 
ing in the town hall; which the chief magis- 
trate, at the instance of William Penn, let us 
have for that purpose. ‘To this meeting came 
the priest of the parish, and several persons 
of quality thereabout, and were all civil: and 
in the evening came the priest to see William 
Penn, with whom he had some conversation, 
to whom William Penn gave a little book con- 
cerning our principles, which he thankfully 
received, took a very respectful leave, and 
departed. 

“ Next morning we set forward for Rosea- 
nalles, to see our ancient and honourable 
friend William Edmundson, where we arrived 
about the second in the afternoon, and there 
rested some time, and refreshed ourselves 
plentifully ; and there staid William Penn, 
John Everot, and some Friends with them; 


and some others went on with me to Mount- 
mellick. 


** On the 10th, being the first of ithe week, 
William Penn and his company came to us, 
and we had a very large meeting (being most 
of us Friends,) and the Lord was with us: 


but as | had greater regard to the services of 


William Penn and John Everot than my own, 
L had, at Limerick, under that consideration, 
neglected my own gift, till the proper time of 
the exercise thereof was over. And here, at 
Mountmellick, fearing to do the like, I stood 
up to speak too soon; and that I might not be 
in the way of those I preferred, I spake too 
fast, and thereby, went before my right guide; 
so that my burden remained, though not so 
heavy as before: for the Lord, who is merci- 
ful, knew it was not wilful, but out of weak- 
ness. 

“ Yet by this conduct I obtained further ex- 
perience ; that neither too much regard or 
disregard to any person, neither short nor 


over staying behind our true guide or going | 


before, ought to be; but in and with the di- 
vine and living truth, and the motion and ope- 
ration of it is God’s time; and then only can 
men preach the gospel. 

“ The same afternoon was their meeting for 
business, where things were managed with a 
just severity against every appearance of evil, 
to the great comfort of the upright, and dis- 
couragement of evil doers; a great instru- 
ment of exact discipline being that ancient and 
worthy friend of truth, William Edmundson, 
who lived within the precincts of that meet- 
ing: for whom not they only, but also all Ire- 


up to the destruction one of another, in furious| land, may give thanks to the Lord, for due 


| observation of order in the churches of Christ 
in that kingdom. 

‘“ We travelled through the country visiting 
Friends and meetings as we went, till we came 
up towards the south parts; where I left the 
company, and went to Clonmell, in order to 
see my brother George, then Dean of Lime- 
rick, and met with him at Thomas Osborn’s; 
he had been sent into France for education, 
and there had embraced the Romish religion. 

* When I came to the house, I found him 
of a frank and familiar temper, and in less 
than an hour he desired me to take a turn 
with him in the garden; and being there, he 
opened a back door into an avenue, and made 
the door fast that none might disturb us; and, 
walking there together, he asked me some 
questions concerning our principles, and tnore 
particularly of our silent meetings, and of 
what advantage they were to us; for he did 
suppose they were of some use, else we would 
not continue in the practice of them. 

* | answered, * That we had been, as other 

men, subject to common infirmities, and ig- 
norant of God, as to any experience of his 
presence and divine working in us, till it 
pleased him, in his own goodness and mercy, 
to visit us by the spirit of his son Christ; 
through which we had known a time of con- 
demnation and humiliation for sins past, and 
true repentance and forgiveness; and, believ- 
ing in him, through the work of his spirit and 
power in our minds, he, with the life and liglit 
of his son, became the object of our faith; by 
which also he sanctified our hearts, and recon- 
ciled us unto himself: so that the enmity being 
slain, and we made temples of the Holy 
Ghost, we now worshipped the Father through 
\the spirit of his Son, im a state of faith and 
\obedience; whereby we draw near unto him, 
even through that blessed medium which him- 
self hath appointed, partaking of the nature 
of man; not of flesh and blood only as the 
Son of Man, but also being clothed with a 
holy human mind, by him we are made par- 
takers of the divine nature as the sons of God; 
as it is written, he shall take of mine, and 
give it unto you: and the Father being made 
manifest in him, we have instructions in wis- 
dom, and enjoyments in the divine and blessed 
presence, of which the world, in a state of 
nature, is not aware, and not more so than in 
a state of true silence; where all the passions, 
affections, and natural desires of the heart are 
silenced, by the all commanding voice and 
power of the divine word; who hath said, let 
the worlds be, and it was so.’ 

“ He heard me with attention and replied, 
‘ that he firmly believed what I had said; that 

|we were such a people, and consequently the 
'happiest in the world; over whom the Al- 
|mighty hath a particular care,’ and then he 
| began and told me a passage concerning him- 
self, saying, ‘that he and some other gentle- 
| men, being occasionally at Clonmell some time 
889 they heard that one of our meetings was 
jt be there that day, appointed by one of our 
preachers from the west of England, and they 
agreed to go to it: and after they had been 
there about half an hour, the rest all tired, 
and would have had him away with them; but 
he was so much satisfied with what he felt 
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there, that be could not go with them, but 
staid at the meeting to the end; having never 
met with the like satisfaction any where else.’ 


studies as to be employed as usher. The! which in his childhood he had been subject. 
readiness with which he acquired learning, | Being partly educated under a presbyterian 
and the gravity and religious thoughtfulness of| ministry, the Lord showed him that in divers 
« By the time this relation was finished, he his enquiring mind, encouraged the views en-| respects they came short of living up to what 
began to be apprehensive that his priest might tertained by his parents of educating him for| they professed and pretended to in their preach- 
miss us out of the company, and be in quest\a minister in the established church. The | ing and praying, from which circumstance he 
of him, (for he kept a popish priest in the Lord, however, had other designs respecting | could not fully join with them, even before he 


house under the appearance of a gentleman.) him, and in the seventeenth year of his age| heard of the Quakers. 
and so it proved; for we were but got back 


into the garden till he came to us: and the 


He was often at a loss 
he embraced the religious sentiments of the!in his mind, how to obtain that which he se- 
despised Quakers, which at once extinguished ‘cretly longed after, and, as one bewildered, 
priest beginning to ask me some questions jall prospect of his studying for the ministry. wandered farther and farther, seeking it among 
about religion, he withdrew. | But thongh not educated and ordained by hu-|those who had higher notions of spiritual gifts 
“ Seventh day at night, I took leave of my|man interference for this sacred office, he was and spiritual religion. About the fourteenth 
relations, intending to meet William Penn and {soon called and anointed by a higher authori-| year of his age, he heard of some people called 
John Everot, and Samuel Waldenfield and |ty, even Christ Jesus, the bishop of souls,and Quakers, who trembled at the word of the 
John Vaughton from London, next day at a{sent forth to preach life and salvation in his, Lord, and observing how they were reviled 
meeting at Cashell: and, proposing to go to|name. In the year after his convincement, he and reproached by loose and wicked people, 
rest, the gentleman of the house would not|set out on foot through the midland counties, it led him to enquire further respecting them. 
suffer a servant to attend me to my chamber, | preaching Christ crucified and the illumination) This enquiry resulted in the belief that they 
but would go himself: and when there, he|jof his blessed spirit, and though but a lad, were the Lord’s people and servants, and be- 
told me, ‘that he had never heard those things | great convincements attended his ministry, so fore he had been at any of their meetings or 
so explained before: that he was very glad of | that on one occasion nearly all the persons heard any of them preach, he was so far con- 
the occasion: and that he was of the same composing a meeting he was addressing, were | vinced of the rectitude of their principles, that 
mind with me therein: that he would gladly | effectually reached and convinced by his living he defended them from the accusations of their 
go with me in the morning to hear Mr. Penn, | testimony and prayer. | enemies. 
but that my brotlier and sister had not been at} Prefixed to his memoirs of himself is a short “ Although the Lord had raised good de- 
his house before that time since their inter-|account of the reasons which influenced him! sires in me towards himself, says he, “ that I 
marriage, and it would !ook as if he neglected |in preparing it, from which I take the follow-| might know true repentance unto lile, yet those 
them, if he should go with me: and besides,’ jing, viz. 


desires were ofien quenched, and my mind led 
said he, ‘this person, with whom you dis-| 


“ Remembering the Lord our gracious God away through an airy, light disposition, after 
coursed, (as | hinted in the garden,) is a priest,/in his ways, and merciful dealings with me| music, vain mirth, and other vanities. How- 
whom I keep in my house; and [ know he/ from my youth; how he found me among his|beit, the Lord was graciously pleased secretly 
would take it ill if I should go to your meet-| Jost and strayed sheep, on the barren moun-|to follow me with judgment an! reproof in my 
ing, and leave our own devotion.’ ”’ tains of fruitless professions, and how he drew | very young years, and renewed desires in me 
|me to an inward experience of his power and {after the right way; but I wanted to know a 

= |sanctifying work in my heart, and to know his |stay to my mind, while a hearer of the priests 

For “The Friena.” teaching and spiritual ministry; thereby to|and other professors, not knowin, nor fol- 

GEORGE WHITEHEAD. jenable me by degrees, experimentally to mi-| lowing that light of Christ in me, which con- 


|nister to others, and oblige me to live accord-|vinced and reproved me for the sins of my 
Among the many bright examples of the/ingly; as also to suffer patiently, with resig-| youth. 


Christian virtues which adorn the early his-/nation of liberty and life for Christ’s sake, 


To be continued 


** The light shone in darkness, as in a dark 
tory of the Society of Friends, there are few! when called thereunto, and being supported! place, before it shone out of darkness: the 


who shine more conspicuously than George|by his power, and cheerfully carried through spirit of the Lord moved upon the waters, 
Whitehead. Convinced in early life of the| many great trials and deep sufferings for his|even when darkness was upon the face of the 
principles held by the Quakers, he cordially|name’s sake, and having had many eminent|great deep, before his works of old were 
and zealously embraced them, and for above |deliverances and preservations, even from my| wrought; and now, in order to bring forth his 
seventy years continued an indefatigable and| young years; I say, considering these things,| works in the new creation, and to make us 


successful labourer for their defence and sup- \{ have been the more concerned for my friends|new creatures in Christ Jesus, his spirit 
port. 


During a great part of his life, he re-|and brethren, who for conscience’ sake have|inoves upon people’s hearts, even when un- 
sided in the city of London, and was frequently \deeply suffered by imprisonments, and spoil of| stable as waters; and his light shines in them 


engaged in pleading the cause of his suffering 


\goods; and in the tender bowels of Christ| before they know God or Jesus Christ, in order 
brethren before the king and _ parliament, 


| Jesus have truly sympathized with the faithfuljto give them the knowledge of the glory and 
where he had more influence than most others, lin their sufferings and afflictions; and in his|power of God, and of his dear Son Jesus 
and was instrumental more than once in pro-|love been many times moved and stirred up to| Christ. 
curing the liberation of many hundreds of plead their innocent cause before authority,as| “ After some religious discourses with some 
them from prison. Active in maintaining the | well as to solicit with great industry on their| young men soberly inclined, and when we had 
discipline and good order of the Society, he|behalf; wherein the hand of the Lord has been| newly heard of a few people called Quakers, 
was firrn in his testimony against wrong things, loften with me, and his presence and cuunsel| at Sedbergh, in Yorkshire, and in Kendal Ba- 
yet tender and courteous t@all in whom there |have strengthened and helped me, in answer|rony in Westinoreland, I became desirous to 
was any evidence of go@d. So intimately is|to my prayers and supplications; and his|go to a meeting of theirs, which was at one 
his history interwoven with that of the Society,|power by degrees prevailed to mollify the| Captain Ward’s, at a place called Sunny-Bank, 
that independently of the instruction which it|Learts of many in the several governments! near Grayrig-Chapel. 
affords as a pattern of private virtue and per-|towards us. Glory to the name of the Lord| “ At my first going, when I came into the 
sonal religion, it is well worthy the attention |our God, who pleaded the cause of the inno-|said meeting and sat down seriously among 
of all those who wish to become acquainted |cent!”’ them, after a little space of silence, a Friend, 
with the principles and economy of the Society| The inclinations and desires which it pleased |one Thomas Arey, spake a little while of the 
of Friends. the Lord to raise in his mind in very early life|spiritual deliverances, travels, and progress 
He was born at a piace called Sun Bigs, in|afier the know'edge of his blessed truth as it}of the Lord’s people in his way and woik; 
the parish of Orton, in Westmoreland, about |is in Christ Jesus, engaged him earnestly to|alluding to Israel’s deliverance out of Egypt, 
the year 1636. His early education appears to|seek an acquaintance therewith, and how to|from under Pharaoh and his task-masters, &c. 
have been good, being sent to a grammar |become truly penitent and witness amendment| All this I thought I easily understood allego- 
school, where he advanced so rapidly in bis|of life from the vain conversation and babits to rically, as spiritualised; but what was most 








observable to me was, there appeared to mea 
great work of the power of the Lord in the 


meeting, breaking the hearts of divers into} 


great sorrow, weeping, and contrition of spi-) 
rit; which I believed was a godly sorrow for| 
sin, in order to unfeigned repentance. 

“| was the more confirmed herein, on see- 
ing a young maid go mourning out of the 


her sorrowful condition; and on beholding her 
seated on the ground, with her face toward 
the earth as if she regarded present, 
as bitterly, cried out: Lord! 
make me O Lord! make me clean. 
This did far tenderly and deeply affect 
my heart than what I had heard spoken, and 
more than all the preaching that ever I had 
heard from man; and was a certain testimony | 
to me, the Spirit of the Lord evidencing to my 
spirit, that it was a real work of his 
upon her heart; which also operated upon the 


nobody 
she, mourning 
clean; 


more 


power 
hearts of others, trembling, sorrow, 
and contrition, in order to bring them to true 
repentauce amendment of life, and 
truly to experience the work of regeneration, 
and uncleanness; 
ly such it proved unto many: 


causing 


and 


s0 
and sanctification from sin 
and 
glory to our God for ever! 

‘ These things having made deep impression 
upon my mind, [was the more confirmed 
the behef | had before, that the Lord was 
work among that small despised people, and 
that he about to gather and raise up a 
people unto himself, to worship hin in spirit 
and in truth; for such he seeks to worship 
him acceptably: and this worship is not in the 


according 


in 
at 


Ww 


dead and empty forms set up in the will of 


nan. 


“ Under these considerations I was induced 


soon to leave 
made by the will man, 
authority God, 

Christ to teach others; 
good examples to the 


the parish-priests, ministers 
divine 
nor commission from 
themselves not being 
flock, their pride and 
covetousness being contrary to Christ’s com- 
mand and his ministers’ example; insomuch 
that [ knew | ought to turn away from them, 
after the Lord by his light opened my eyes, to 
see the blindness of those guides whom | had 
teBowed by education and tradition. 

‘And though I met with opposition and! 
hard speech 5 fron 1 some near re ‘lations and 
others, for confessing and vindicating TruTH 
according to that litthe measure of understand- 
ing I then had, being as yet but weak and 
young in years, and beset with divers tempta 
tions and discouragements; yet the Lord my 
God helped and persuaded me to take up a 
resolution, not oniy wholly to leave the said 
priests, but also constantly to resort to the 
meetings of this despised people called Qua- 
kers, and to sit down among them; though 
then but few in number, in comparison of what 
they have been since. The meetings which | 
frequented were, for some time, in Sedbergh 
parish in Yorkshire, and sometimes at Grayrig, 
near Kendal, in Westmoreland, the county 
where I was born, 

* Some time after I was fully convinced and 
my mind turned to the light, | was persuaded 
and resolved to persevere among Friends; be- 
fore | heard our dear friend G. Fox. The 


or 
having no 


trom 
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first time I heard him minister, was at an 
evening meeting at Sunny-Bank, at Captain 
Henry Ward's house. I was then very low, 
serious, and intent in my mind; willing to see} 
and taste for myself, for my own inward s atis- 
faction; and I saw and felt his testimony was 
| weighty and deep, and that it proceeded from 


‘life and experience, and did bespeak divine 
meeting, whom I seriously followed to observe | 


revelation, and tended to bring to an inward 


ifeeling and sense of the life and power of 
| Christ, and the sanctifying operation thereof 


in the heart. His speech was not with affect-| 
ed eloquence or oratory, or human wisdom, | 
| but in the simplicity of the gospel, to turn the 
jmind to the light and life of Christ; and 
the Lord abundantly blessed his ministry to 
ti ny. 
*Qur meetings in Sedbergh were 
Th homas Blaykling’s house, 


often at 
whose family was 
honest and of good re putation; and at Gervas 
Benson’s house, who had been a justice of 
at Richard Robinson’s, at Brigflats, 
who was an innocent faithful man; and at other 
places near in those parts. 


peace; 


in 
and being by the 
of God, resolved to continue and persevere in 


“ Being joined to the said people, 
sion termed Quakers, grace 
their communion, and to wait upon God in his! 
light, wherewith he had enlightened 
derstanding in a good measure, | 
satisfaction therein; being 
society and converse 


my un- 
had great 

that our 
another, as we 
truth, was helpful 
and encouraging to us, and tended to our 
edification and comfort: I greatly loved and 
delighted in the free conversation and fellow- 
ship of sober, faithful Friends. 

“ When I was a school-boy, at the free 
school at Blencoe in Cumberland, I had loved 
retirement with sober, studious scholars, 
though but mean and in the world, ra- 
ther than the company of louse, extravagant 
boys, though of the gentry or richer sort, who 
were given to much play and gaming; for in 
that company which I most affected, we were 


Sé nsible 
with one 
had received the love of the 


poor 


the most profitable one to another in our learn- | 
ing, and the effects of our 
studies to each other: much more, in a spirit- 
ual and whe n we were in some! 
ldegree come to know the blessed truth, in the 
light of our Lord Jesus Christ, our Chris tian | 
}suc lety an d communications therein of our in- 
lward experiences did all redound to our mutual | 
help and edification in the love of the truth, | 
as itis in Christ the light and life, and our| 
great apostle and minister; who teaches his| 
true followers to profit, in that love and life! 
| which flows from him, the fountain and foun-| 
dation of all our mercies; to whom alone be! 
{the praise and glory thereof for evermore!” 
| 


communicating 


higher serse, 


= ithe Saviour of men be mor 


EXTRACT. 


| 


Expect not perfect happiness below, 

Nor heavenly plants on earth’s low soil to grow. 
By love directed and in mercy meant, 

Are trials suffer'd, and afflictions sent ; 
To stem impetuous passions furious tide, 

To curb the insolence of prosp’rous pride, 

To wean from earth, and bid our wishes soar 

To that blest clime wiere pain shall be no more; 
Where wearied virtue shall for refuge fly, 

And every tear be wiped from every eye. 


' welfare of that 


| thy condemnation, if, 


| titude. 


| ca 
| thy children as a hen gathereth her chickens 
| under her wings, but ye would not;’ 
| justly will that sentence belong to thee, “ Be- 


tion. 


For “* The Friend."" 
YEARLY MEETING. 
hail 


Yearly 
brings 


We always with satisfaction the ap- 
proach of Meeting. It is a period 
which distant friends, who 
have been long absent from each other, ana 
unites them in harmonious concern for the 
little religious community in 
which we have a common and lively interest. 
It is a season too of much solemnity—one in 
which they who “ prefer the welfare of Jeru- 
salem to their chiefest joy,’ often bow their 
knees in fervent prayers to the Father of all 
our sure mercies, that he may be pleased to 
bless the assemblies of his people—to sanc- 
tify their them to minister 
with acceptance at his altar, and in the sacred 
things that belong to his holy temple. For 
the youth also, they feel a paternal sulicitude, 
in anxious desire that they may be brought to 
Christ, as the chiidren were in the days of his 
flesh, be enclosed in his sacred arms, and like 
them, The 
state of our Society, too, with all its defeets— 
with all its obligations to love and serve that 
gracious Being, who has hitherto protected 
and blessed it, it safely through a 
long and agonising conflict, and unworthy as 
it is, still permits it to live in his presence— 
will be spread before us. How humbling is 
the prospect !—When we contrast whatace 
are, with what we ought to be, and with what 
friends once were, who but must weep—who 
but would wish to weep. O my people, my 
people—from what art thou fallen !—who hath 


together 


ee ee 


receive lis precious blessing. 


brought 


| inflicted this grievous stroke upon thee—nay, 


who could have inflicted it but thyself only— 
and wilt theu turn thy hand upon thyself and 
destroy thy own spiritual life? Wilt thou take 
the poisoned chalice of this world’s riches, 
and honours, and pleasures, and with a know- 
ledge of its deadly consequences deliberately 
partake of its intoxicating stream. Favoured 
as thou hast been with the knowledge of thy 
Lord's will; blessed with opportunities of re- 
agrous lnproveinent beyond most others, 

“* precept upon precept, line upon line—here 
a little and there a little,”"—how great will be 
in despite of God’s 
'yrace and mercy, thou persisteth in working 
j thy own destruction. What could have been 
done that the Lord hath not done for thee — 
What greater love and kindness could he have 
shown than have been lavished on thee. And 
will nothing move thee to tenderness or gra- 
Will thy obdurate heart always re- 
spond to his loving entreaty, “ Depart from 
me—I desire not the knowledge of thy ways.” 
Surely if such be thy determination, to no 
other people will that pathetic lamentation of 
e peculiarly appli- 
ble, “ How often would I Lave gathered 


> and how 


hold your house is left unto you desolate, and 


the things that belong to your peace are for 
ever hid from your eyes.” 


But I hope better things for the Society of 
Friends, even things that accompany salva- 
For as there were many in Jerusalem 
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at the time our blessed Lord thus mourned 
over it, who joined not in its wickedness and 
were not partakers in its guilt, so I believe 
there are not a few yet preserved in the So- 
ciety of Friends, who touch not with the pre- 
vailing declension, but daily watch and keep | 
their garments, lest they also be defiled. They | 
see and mourn over it—they strew their tears 
in secret places, and the petition often ascends 
from their bearts, “ Spare thy people, O Lord | 
—give not thy heritage to reproach—why 
should the heathen say, where is their God.” 
These are the salt of the Society—they are 
its bone and sinew—which, under the divine | 
blessing, must preserve its existence and give 
stability and energy to its action. That the 
approaching solemnity may be a season of 
consolation and renewal of strength to these, 
is much to be desired—if it has but a tenden- 
cy to drive them closer to each other and to 
their crucified Lord—to unite their spirits in 
the fellowship of suffering, and enable them | 
to lift up their voices as with one accord in 
intercession fur the Society, a happy effect | 
will be produced on themselves; and we know 
not how availing it may be with him who still | 
sustains the character of a God, hearing and 
answering prayer. Never was there more 
need of this fervent exercise since we became | 
a people—never more want of those who are} 
skilful in lamentation and in war, and pre- | 
pated, through the baptising power of the| 
Holy Spirit, to contend earnestly for the| 





ancient principles and testimonies of the So- | 


ciety. 


turn, will then be given you. Are you to| cherish these feelings and endeavour to keep 
serve yourselves first, with the prime of life,| under the humbling power of truth, they will 
the vigour and energy of your faculties, and| witness that preparation which will qualify 
tle first fruits of your increase, and by and by|them in due season to Jabour in the church, 
when the weakness and decrepitude of age is| and to fill up the places of those on whom the 
stealing over your mental and physical powers,| care of the Socie'y now devolves. May they 
devote the miserable remnant of your declin-|then prize such opportunities, and strive to 
ing days to serve the Lord? What is this but! profit by them, remembering that if suffered 
offering the lame, and the sick, and the blind, | to pass away unimproved, they will one day 
in sacrifice; and can you expect to escape the| rise up against us and add to the weight of 
judgments pronounced on such, under a less| our just condemnation. 


? 


Let those on whom 
favoured dispensation ” 


Many have flattered| devolves the care of training up our youth, 
themselves with this delusive hope of a “ by| solemnly ponder their responsibility. On their 
and by dedication,’ until the frosts of time| pious care, on their consistent example, on 
have withered every vestige of greenness and) their watchfulness and prayers, under the di- 
left them to a dry and barren old age, unable| vine blessing, the succession in our Society 
to enjoy the wealth which their assiduity ac-| must in great measure depend; and if through 
cumulated, and destitute of any solid hope for) the love of this world, the desire to please theig® 
the life that is to come. Let the parable of| own pride and ambition, or a weak compliance 
the rich husbandman be your timely warning,} with the children’s inclination, arising froma 
and remember the declarations of him whose|false and misplaced affection, they stumble 
lips could utter nought but truth, “ Ye cannot) their minds and turn them to the vanities of 
serve God and Mammon—My kingdom is not\the world, they may incur the sentence pro- 
of this world.” Let the present annual so-|nounced against such as neither enter the 
lemnity be a season of renewal of covenant|kingdom of heaven themselves, nor suffer 
with your God. Separate yourselves from) others to go in. “ Whosoever offendeth one 
‘the seed of strangers’? who have devoured) of these little ones, it were better that a mill. 
your spiritual strength and substance; come|stone were hanged about his neck and he cast 
with weeping and supplications to the Lord’s| into the depth of the sea.” 

holy altar, and there enter into covenant by} Where the minds of Friends attending a 
sacrifice—the sacrifice of the riches, honours,| Yearly Mecting are fervently engaged for the 
pleasures and pursuits of this world, and) promotion of the cause of truth and the ad- 
whatever prevents you from becoming the} vancement of our testimonies, each one keep- 
cross-bearing followers of him who, though|ing his rank and fulfilling his duties with a 
Lord of all, had not where to lay his head—) single eye to the leadings and honour of the 





For those nominal members, whether with| then will he “* break the yokes from off your| Holy Head, it is indeed a season of profit and 


or without the external garb of Quakerism, | 


necks, and will burst your bonds; strangers| refreshment. Christ is not only known as a 


who “ care for none of these things,”’ so that |shall no more serve themselves of you, but ye! spirit of judgment to those who sit in judg- 
. - ° a . ° : 
they can but live at ease in the enjoyment of | shall serve the Lord your Ged and Christ your| ment, but also by the breaking and dispensing 


the comforts of this life, carry on a prosperous | king.” 

business, and increase their earthly posses- It is upon the youth of the present genera- 
sions,—what shall be said—what can be said | tion that the venerable fathers who have borne 
or done, that has not already been tried for|the burden and heat of the day, and are now 
their help. The weapons of the spiritual ar-|bending under the load of declining years, 
mory seem to have been exhausted upon them) must build their hopes for the support of our 
in vain, and the only remaining hope is, that|testimonies when they shall be gathered in 
the battery of divine judgment, mingled with | peace to their heavenly home; and laying aside 
mercy, may break down the thick walls in|the weapons with which they waged successful 
which the spirit of the world has entrenched! warfare in the Lamb’s army, shall join the 
them. Many of them profess a love for the| blissful society of the church triumphant, and 
Society, they dress moderately, are pretty re-| with golden harps and palms in their hands, 
gular at meetings, and evince sume pleasure! be employed in singing the anthems of victory 
when they see others labouring successfully in| and praise. With what earnestness of affec- 
the cause of truth; but when they look at the |tion and solicitude must they look upon their 
baptisms and self-denial requisite to fit them|contemplated successors, and pray for their 
for usefulness in the church, the cross they | preservation, as well as preparation for the sa- 
must bear, and the sacrifice they must make,|cred employment! “ I willbesanctified in them 
they turn away to their farms or their mer-|that come nigh me, and before all the people 
chandise, their stocks or their ee I be glorified,” was the solemn declaration 

' 


their spacious palaces and corfortable fire- 
sides, and say in the language of conduct, if} Nadab and Abihu for offering “ strange fire 
not in so many words, “| pray thee have me|before the Lord, which he commanded them 
excused.’ How long is this course to be pur-|not.””, And to the present day, they who 
sued? You cfien promise yourselves that! minister about the holy things,” must know 
when this or the other favourite object is at-|the preparatory sanctification which is effeeted 
tained, a few more acres purchased, or houses | by the baptism of the Holy Ghost and fire. 
built, or barns stored, or thousands Joaned,| When young persons attend our annual assem- 
then will you turn in good earnest to the Lord |blies under a proper feeling of religious exer- 
and become useful members of Society. But |cise, and with hearts engaged in reverently 
are you sure life will be prolonged, or health | waiting on the Lord, they cannot fail to derive 
continued, until that period arrives; or if they | strength and instruction from the example and 
are, that either the inclination or the ability to| wisdom of their elder brethren. As they 


of the Most High to Moses, when he cut off 


of the bread, which endureth unto everlasting 
life. In withdrawing from such solemnities to 
|our respective habitations, we should not only 
feel that it was good for us that we had been 
there; but in grateful admiration of the con- 
tinued condescension and goodness of him who 
\is pleased to manifest himself in the midst of 
the two or three that are gathered in his name, 
we should be prepared to adopt the language 
of the royal psalmist, ** Return, O my soul! 
junto the place of thy rest, for the Lord thy 
God hath dealt bountifully with thee.” 


.. T. 


} 


It is said, that riches, power, and distinc- 
tion are apt to corrupt the heart. The truth 
is, they find it corrupt, and all they do is to 
set men at liberty to act according to their 
nature, and thus add to the strength of it. 
; But are not many persons humble, orderly, 
and well-disposed in a low estate, who become 
insolent and insufferable in prosperity? ‘They 
might be hypocrites in a low estate, and con- 
ceal their passions and tempers for various 
causes, but they never were humble or well- 
disposed. 

It would be a sad thing to think that we 
shall never be better than we are, or can make 
ourselves. Adam's Private Thoughts. 
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